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Primavera High Web snares 
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Dec. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

Got high school?

Thanks to a free, Chandler-based online alternative school, 81 students can say yes. And now they've got diplomas,
too.

Primavera Online High School, a fully accredited charter school that began three years ago and has the Web
address of www.GotHighSchool.com, graduated its fall class Friday in a brief ceremony at the East Valley Institute
of Technology in Mesa. 

The school, made possible by a program established by the Arizona Legislature in 1998, was the first in the state to
offer high school classes online and now claims to have 2,000 students statewide. Most of the students log on from 
home, but some participate in a version called i-Learn that makes a YMCA computer lab available.

Primavera's newly minted graduates include Laurin Yazzie, 21, a budding filmmaker from Tuba City, and Rhiannon
Pare, 18, for whom a traditional high school had become a burden.

"In a lot of ways, this was better than a traditional setting," said Pare, whose attendance at Millennium High in
Goodyear had become spotty because of family and health problems. She went full time with Primavera last April.

"In a traditional school, you struggle with 30 others for the teacher's attention, and this is more individualized. A lot
of times, kids who do well get lost in the back draft of those who don't."

Pare, who plans to enroll at Estrella Mountain Community College in January, said she loved working at her own
pace.

"I tend to do things more quickly, to work fast," she said. "You lose out on the face-to-face interaction with other
students - but you do in public school, too, when you only have lunch with them."

Pare said she is the type to get up in the middle of the night to draw clothing designs. When she finishes community
college, she intends to enroll in a two-year fashion design school in Southern California.

"It's what I'm meant to do," she said of her career plans.

Yazzie said he tried home schooling to finish high school but "that sort of fell through." Borrowing the laptop
computers of friends and family, he stuck with the Primavera curriculum and got his diploma after about a year.

"There were times I felt like giving up," he said, "but my family supported me and I'm glad I didn't quit. Now that I
have my diploma, it opens a lot more doors. I have other routes to go if films don't work out."

Yazzie said he has wanted to direct movies since he was 6 and was wowed by James Cameron's Aliens. 

"I was blown away," he said. "I knew halfway through the movie that it was what I wanted to do."
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He has been working on a film project titled Redemption, he's writing a novel and he wants to enroll next year at a 
Valley Bible college.

Not all of Primavera's students are full time. Allison McWilliams, 16, a junior at Chaparral High in Scottsdale,
supplements her regular class schedule by taking U.S. and Arizona history online.

"I'll be done with the class in January instead of May," McWilliams said. "I just take it at home, usually on the
weekends. I wanted a break during the school day and to have less homework stress.

"It's different, because you don't see your teacher face-to-face. But you still communicate with them."
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