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Editorial Raises Eyebrows, Controversy At CSU
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FORT COLLINS, Colo. -- A four word editorial with a four 
letter word in it is sparking a spirited discussion on free speech 
at Colorado State University.

The Rocky Mountain Collegian published an editorial on page 
4 of the paper Friday which read "Taser this ... F*** Bush."

The expletive was spelled out.

The last two words were in bold type, larger than most 
headlines. A caption below said, "this column represents the 
views of the Collegian's Editorial Board."

"I think they went over the line a little bit, but it's free speech and they're allowed to write what they 
want," one student told 7NEWS.

The editorial comes fresh on the heels of freedom of speech issues that arose from the Tasering of a 
Florida student at a Sen. John Kerry speech.

Collegian Editor David McSwane said a group of seven student editors discussed the statement for several 
hours before agreeing to publish it.

"We felt it illustrated our point about freedom of speech," McSwane told 7NEWS. "I think we could write 
250 words and ramble on and I don't think anyone would pay attention."

In a letter to the University Community and Collegian readers, McSwane wrote, "While the editorial 
board feels strongly with regard to First Amendment issues, we have found the unintended consequences 
of such a bold statement to be extremely disheartening."

McSwane told 7NEWS that ads from the CSU Bookstore were pulled from the paper in response to the 
editorial. Bookstore managers declined to comment.

The Associated Press Saturday reported the student newspaper has lost $30,000 in advertising and had to 
cut pay and other budgets by 10 percent because of fallout.

CSU released a statement Friday that said in part, "While we understand that the editorial in today's Rocky 
Mountain Collegian is upsetting and offensive to many people, CSU is prohibited by law from censoring 
or regulating the content of its student media publications."

Video: Student Newspaper's F 
Word Free Speech? 
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The Board of Student Communications has the authority to hear any and all grievances and complaints 
related to student media operations. The BSC can also remove student managers, like McSwane, if it 
deems necessary.

A special meeting of the BSC is set for Tuesday at 7 p.m. to hear comments regarding the editorial.

McSwane said he knows his job is on the line.

"I plan to be honest," he said. "Our intentions weren't 'Hey, let's upset the community.' It was, 'Let's get 
college students to talk about freedom of speech.'" 

Copyright 2007 by TheDenverChannel.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

http://www.thedenverchannel.com/print/14178899/detail.html

