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Ariz. House OKs stiffer DUI law
Wants ignition lock on vehicles of offenders

By Howard Fischer

CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — State lawmakers moved Thursday to ensure that those who drive drunk won't do so again for at
least a year.

Without dissent the House of Representatives voted to require people convicted of driving under the influence 
to install an ignition interlock on any vehicle they drive and keep it in place for one year. 

The device prevents the car from starting if a breath sample from the motorist shows impairment, even if the 
person is not legally intoxicated. 

Lawmakers attached the provision to a measure already approved by the Senate to require the drunkest of 
drunken drivers to spend at least 45 days behind bars. These are people whose blood-alcohol content is at 
least 0.20 percent, more than twice the DUI level of 0.08. 

That is 35 days longer in jail than required by current law. 

A second offense within seven years would mean six months in jail. 

Sen. Jim Waring, R-Phoenix, sponsor of the legislation, said he approves of the interlock amendment added by
Rep. David Schapira, D-Tempe, and will recommend that senators approve the change when the measure 
returns to the Senate, possibly as early as next week. 

But lawmakers rebuffed another amendment offered by Rep. Ed Ableser, D-Tempe, to also mandate 
treatment for those whose BAC has hit 0.20. 

Ableser said police officers told lawmakers that people who can get that intoxicated and yet still drive are 
clearly long-term drinkers who have a problem. He said while punishment is important, treatment helps 
prevent repeat offenses. 

But Waring said courts already have the power to order such counseling. 

The requirement for an interlock for anyone convicted of drunken driving would give Arizona some of the 
toughest laws in the country. The National Conference of State Legislatures reports that New Mexico has 
such a law, with Nevada and Nebraska requiring an interlock as a condition of a motorist's being placed on 
probation. 

"It's a further deterrent," Schapira said.

Part of that is financial: Sen. Linda Gray, R-Glendale, said it costs $75 to install the device on a vehicle, plus 
$60 a month to rent the equipment. 

But Schapira said it also means that those who have been convicted of driving drunk won't get to decide 
whether to drink and drive again, even if they don't get legally intoxicated. The devices are set so a BAC of
0.04 or more will block the car from starting. 

Schapira said it will help prevent people from becoming the victims of drunken drivers. 
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"It takes that decision away from the individual who's been drinking and makes an objective determination of 
whether they're capable of driving their car when they may or may not be able to make that determination on
their own at their given state of intoxication," he said.

Learn more about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse and how to seek treatment at 
go.azstarnet.com/alcohol_abuse.
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