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Bills' goals
● Some immigration-related bills
now in the Arizona Legislature:

l HB 2069 prevents anyone who
has not been granted refugee
status or who is without lawful
immigration status from qualifying
for in-state tuition.

l HB 2596 requires the
Department of Education, school
districts and other institutions and
agencies to provide adult
education services only to those
who are citizens or lawfully
present in the United States.

l HB 2599 requires that public
money for job training or work-
force development must only be
distributed to persons who are
citizens or legally in the United
States. 

l HB 2003 gives $6 million to four
border counties for the
construction of a road to facilitate
law-enforcement patrols.

l HB 2577 requires employers to
discharge employees if it is
discovered they provided an
invalid Social Security number.

l HB 2579 calls for the state to
pay for the deployment of the
National Guard in Southern
Arizona for security functions.

l HB 2595 requires that a child-
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30-plus are up for consideration as lawmakers tackle border issues

By C.J. Karamargin

ARIZONA DAILY STAR

PHOENIX — One bill calls for the construction of a wall along Arizona's border
with Mexico.

Another would allow local police to round up illegal entrants and charge them
with trespassing.

And still another gives the state the ability to intercept residents' federal
income tax payments to offset the cost of illegal immigration.

"We're looking at it as the Boston Tea Party of the 21st century," said Sen.
Dean Martin, the Phoenix Republican sponsoring the bill. "We're making a
point here."

The same could be said for the Arizona Legislature as it grapples with what
could well be a record number of bills dealing with illegal immigration.

Enforcing the law along the state's beleaguered 382-mile southern border
officially is the responsibility of the federal government. But with a political
stalemate in Washington over how best to deal with the problem, a growing
number of lawmakers is stepping in to fill the void.

"This is a job that needs to be done," Martin said. "We shouldn't say that just
because the federal government should be dealing with it, we should ignore
it."

Upwards of 30 immigration and border-related bills are now before the
Republican-controlled Legislature. The topic has long been volatile, but it has
taken on a new sense of urgency this year — and it's not limited to
lawmakers.

Gov. Janet Napolitano, a Democrat, kicked off the current session last month
with a call to "strengthen the border with the people and equipment we need
to fight crime and increase border security for lawful commerce, tourism and
legal immigration."

The drive to act is fueled partly by politics. Voters decide in November if the
governor and all 90 members of the Legislature keep their jobs. With polls
showing that illegal immigration is a top concern, it doesn't take a strategist
like Karl Rove to figure out that elected leaders are determined to make
headway.

The fact that many of the toughest bills are backed by Republicans is not lost
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care home provider registering
with the Department of Economic
Security who wishes to be listed
with the child-care resource and
referral system be a citizen or
legal resident of the United
States. 

l SB 1273 calls for spending $20
million to lease a radar system for
border protection.

l HCR 2037 calls for the
construction of a wall along
Arizona's southern border.

Online
● For more information, including
how to contact your lawmaker, go
to www.azleg.state.az.us

on Rep. Phil Lopes, the Tucson Democrat who serves as minority leader. He
accuses the GOP of blatant pandering.

"The more astute politicians among us see this as a good opportunity for
conservative Republicans," he said. "They're exploiting it as best they can to
favor them in the upcoming election."

Napolitano herself is another motive, he said. "Those same politicians see the
governor as vulnerable on immigration issues. They haven't come up with a
candidate who can beat her. She's very clever. She beats them at every turn.
So they want to embarrass her."

Lopes cited the border wall proposal as example of the "silly" impracticality of
some of the proposals. "Let's build a moat," he said.

But according to a University of Arizona expert on immigration policy, it
would be an oversimplification to make too much of the role of election year
politics.

"This is a problem that has been growing and developing for a number of
years," said Judith Gans, program manager for immigration policy at the
Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy.

The "smorgasbord" of bills at the Capitol, she said, is a symptom of a broken immigration system and a mounting
sense of frustration over the federal government's inability to enact meaningful reforms. "They're trying to fix
matters as best they can and take matters into their own hands," Gans said.

That is exactly the argument made by Rep. Rick Murphy, a Glendale Republican who is a co-sponsor of many of the
bills.

"There absolutely is a state role, most definitely," he said. "If you see a child drowning in a pool and the lifeguard is
not paying attention, do you just let the child drown? We should do what we can. If we didn't, then we'd be shirking
our responsibility."

The one area of agreement between Murphy and Lopes concerns Proposition 200, the voter initiative that made
Arizona the first state in the nation to require proof of citizenship for voter registration. Approval of the 2004 ballot
question, they say, was the political equivalent of a light turning on.

"It highlighted the importance of the issue to voters," Lopes said.

Said Murphy, "It really catapulted the issue to the forefront and forced people to take a stand. It lit a fire under the
people who are sick of the status quo."

Whether any of the bills will end up as state law — or even more importantly, have an impact — is an open
question. One longtime advocate for tougher border security has his doubts.

"Why go to the trouble to create new laws?" asked Wes Bramhall, president of Arizonans for Immigration Control.
"They could achieve the same thing if they just enforced the laws we already have."

Much of the problem could be addressed by "putting the screws" to employers who hire illegal immigrants, he said.
"Put a couple of them in the clinker, and they'll get the message."

One of the bills now before the Legislature gets close to doing exactly that. It would impose a fine of $5,000 on
businesses that fail to verify the legal status of every job applicant.

Inside
● A breakdown of some immigration bills before the Legislature. Page A15

On StarNet: Find extensive coverage of immigration issues at www.azstarnet.com/border
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Bills' goals
● Some immigration-related bills now in the Arizona Legislature:

l HB 2069 prevents anyone who has not been granted refugee status or who is without lawful immigration status
from qualifying for in-state tuition.

l HB 2596 requires the Department of Education, school districts and other institutions and agencies to provide
adult education services only to those who are citizens or lawfully present in the United States.

l HB 2599 requires that public money for job training or work-force development must only be distributed to
persons who are citizens or legally in the United States. 

l HB 2003 gives $6 million to four border counties for the construction of a road to facilitate law-enforcement
patrols.

l HB 2577 requires employers to discharge employees if it is discovered they provided an invalid Social Security
number.

l HB 2579 calls for the state to pay for the deployment of the National Guard in Southern Arizona for security
functions.

l HB 2595 requires that a child-care home provider registering with the Department of Economic Security who
wishes to be listed with the child-care resource and referral system be a citizen or legal resident of the United
States. 

l SB 1273 calls for spending $20 million to lease a radar system for border protection.

l HCR 2037 calls for the construction of a wall along Arizona's southern border.

Online
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● Contact reporter C.J. Karamargin at 909-8482 or at ckaramargin@azstarnet.com.
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