
03/15/2006 06:20 AMLegislative Briefing | Arizona Daily Star ®

Page 1 of 2http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/printDS/120128

Published: 03.15.2006

Legislative Briefing
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

Endangered children

State senators voted Tuesday to make it more difficult for Child Protective Services to take a child from a home.

The law allows CPS to take a child when there is a "preponderance of evidence" the youngster is the victim of
abuse or neglect. A proposed change, given preliminary approval, would raise that to "clear and convincing," a
more difficult standard to prove.

Sen. Rebecca Rios, D-Apache Junction, said that would make it virtually impossible to take a 2-year-old child who
has a broken arm that a doctor believes was caused by abuse but whose parents dispute the allegation, as the child
cannot say what happened.

Another provision of the bill allows CPS to terminate a parent's rights only by proving the person is unfit "beyond a
reasonable doubt," a higher standard than currently exists.

Doctor liability

The Senate voted 16-13 Tuesday to make it more difficult to sue emergency-room doctors for malpractice.

The bill, which goes to the House, would impose a higher burden of proof for those who say they were injured by
the negligence of an ER doctor.

Proponents said the change is necessary to keep down malpractice premiums and ensure doctors are available in
emergency rooms.

Sen. Toni Hellon, R-Tucson, who believes an ER doctor was responsible for the 1989 death of her daughter, said
she cannot in good conscience vote to limit that doctor's liability.

Land-use regulations

On a voice vote the House of Representatives agreed Tuesday to force cities and counties to compensate
landowners when new regulations decrease the value of their property.

Rep. Chuck Gray, R-Mesa, said a community might want to reduce the density of zoning on certain parcels,
perhaps near an airport for safety or noise reasons.

He said that still can happen, but only if the property owner is made whole for the reduced value of his or her land.

The measure will go to the Senate following a final roll-call vote. It eventually will require voter approval in
November.

Contraceptives

The Senate approved a watered-down version of legislation Tuesday originally designed to block pharmacists from
refusing to dispense birth control pills and the "morning after" pill.

As approved, the bill does not force pharmacists to dispense any medication to which they have either religious or
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ethical objections.

But it requires the pharmacists to return the prescription to the patients so they can get it filled elsewhere. The bill
goes to the House after a final vote.

Agriculture regulations

State senators refused Tuesday to give Arizona ranchers and farmers special protection from new laws and
regulations.

The 15-12 vote to reject a constitutional amendment that would have blocked both voter initiatives and even
legislative action to impose new laws restricting agricultural production came even after Sen. Jake Flake, R-
Snowflake, agreed to drop the most controversial provisions.
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