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Legislative Briefing
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES
 
PHOENIX - Legislative action late this week:
 
Movie incentives advance to Senate
 
The Senate Finance Committee voted 5-3 for a pair of  tax incentives for
producers to make movies in Arizona.
 
The votes on Senate Bill 1346 and SB 1347 came after lawmakers agreed to
limit the total tax credits to no more than $60 million a year. It also came
after legislators inserted language to say that no film can qualify for the tax breaks if  it fits the definition of
obscenity in state law.
 
Sen. Toni Hellon, R-Tucson, said the breaks are necessary to help Arizona compete with other states that offer
similar incentives. But Sen. Ron Gould, R-Lake Havasu City, said lawmakers should lower everyone's taxes rather
than give "spot breaks" to special industries. Both measures now go to the full Senate.
 
Penalizing spousal rape
 
The Senate voted 27-1 to increase the penalty for raping one's spouse.
 
Current law classifies spousal rape as a Class 6 felony, punishable by up to 18 months in prison. SB 1040 provides
the same penalty as for any other rape - up to 14 years in prison. The bill now goes to the House.
 
Curbing identity theft
 
On a voice vote, the Senate gave tentative approval to creating new laws designed to combat identity theft.
 
SB 1210 makes it a crime to possess the identification of  someone else with the intent to use it for an illegal
purpose. But lawmakers first put in an exception to ensure that juveniles who have a fake ID so they can get a
drink are not prosecuted under the new law.
 
Cutting business taxes
 
The House gave preliminary approval to reducing property taxes on businesses by one-fifth over the next five
years.
 
Current law assesses commercial property for tax purposes at 25 percent of  its market value, versus 10 percent for
residential property. Rep. Steve Huffman, R-Tucson, said that disparity discourages some corporations from
locating or expanding here.
 
House Bill 2508 drops that assessment ratio one percentage point a year until the cut reaches 20 percent.
 
Normally, such a change would either reduce revenues to local governments and schools or force a tax increase for
other property owners. But Huffman's bill would simultaneously increase the amount of  each homeowner's local
school taxes paid by the state, a move he said should ensure that residential property taxes do not rise.
 
A final roll-call vote sends the bill to the Senate.
 
Denying bail  to illegals



 
Without debate the House gave preliminary approval to a measure to let judges deny bail to people not in this
country legally.
 
HB 2389 says someone can be detained if  a judge concludes the person may flee or pose a danger to someone
else or the community. The detention also would expedite deportation at the end of  the criminal proceedings.
 
The measure, which still requires a final House vote, would not take effect unless voters approve a constitutional
amendment in 2006.
 
Curbing 'spyware'
 
Legislation designed to curb "spyware" gained tentative approval by the House of  Representatives.
 
HB 2414 is designed to bar individuals from sending files through the Internet that are designed to change a
computer's control settings, collect personally identifiable information or take control of  the computer. The law
would allow the state attorney general to sue as well as permit civil actions by software providers who are affected.
 
Preventing bullying
 
The House gave tentative approval to legislation that would require local school boards to adopt policies designed to
prevent bullying on school grounds, at bus stops and at school-sponsored events and activities.
 
HB 2368 requires that those policies include confidential reporting and a policy for investigating reported incidents.
Disciplinary procedures for students found guilty of  bullying, harassment or intimidation would be needed.
 
A final roll-call vote will send the bill to the Senate.
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