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Uninsured driver's bill gets Senate panel OK
By Howard Fischer
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES
 
PHOENIX - Worried about being hit by one of  the many uninsured drivers out there? State lawmakers are moving
to take at least some of  them off  the road - at least for awhile.
 
The Senate Transportation Committee gave unanimous approval Tuesday to legislation that would require a police
officer to impound a vehicle for 30 days if  the motorist lacked a valid license, had no insurance and was involved
in a crash that killed or hurt someone or damaged property - including someone else's vehicle.
 
Senate Bill 1420 - which now goes to the full Senate - also would require the Motor Vehicle Division to suspend
someone's driver's license for at least three months for failing to carry the state-mandated minimum liability
insurance. And it would increase the financial penalties for those without coverage.
 
"We just don't want people driving away from scenes of  an accident when they don't have a license and don't have
insurance," said Sen. Jim Waring, R-Phoenix, sponsor of  the measure. "And that's what's been happening now."
 
Waring said he has received many complaints. "They've actually watched the person drive away when they
shouldn't be driving at all," he said.
 
Sen. Barbara Leff, R-Paradise Valley, acknowledged that some people buy insurance, get the identification card
and then cancel their policies.
 
She said they wouldn't escape the law. That's because insurance companies are required to notify the Motor Vehicle
Division when a policy lapses.
 
"When somebody is stopped, especially under the scenario of  an accident, the police will call in to verify that
insurance," Leff said, and will not presume the ID card is proof  of  insurance.
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